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His $6m glft to sick kids

By CLAIRWEAVER

TO thousands of seri-
ously ill children, Col
Reynolds really is the
six-million-dollar man.
For a quarter of a
century, the former
coach-tour driver has
devoted his life to rais-
ing money for chil-
dren with cancer.
Last week, he sym-
bolically handed over
a single $1 coin to the
oncology research
unit at The Children’s
Hospital at West-
mead. This pushed his
total fundraising ef-
forts through his On-
cology Children’s
Foundation (OCF)
charity to $6 million.
“I'm very humbled,”
he said. “Ijust want to
give the greatest gift
of all to kids, and
that’s the gift of life.
“I'm looking for-
ward to the day when
we won’t be in busi-
ness any more — we
will have to retire.”

His fundraising pro-
jects have included
call-centre appeals,
sponsored bicycle
rides in Awustralia,
Cambodia and Viet-
nam, golf days and
corporate events.

Mr Reynolds be-
lieves a $2.5 million

Gene Therapy Pro-
ject, which his charity
has agreed to fund
over the next five
years at the hospital,
will be the next major
breakthrough in can-
cer treatment.

The 69-year-old says
when he first started

Rewarding: Col Reynolds with kids from The Children’s Hospital at Westmead

helping children with
cancerin 1984, the sur-
vival rate was about
three per cent. Today,
it is nearly 80 per cen-
t.Seeing young cancer
patients recover and
go on to lead full lives
is the rewarding part
of Mr Reynolds’ work.

Copyright Agency Limited (CAL) licensed copy

Ref: 37910260



